
Automated 
License Plate 
Reader (ALPR) 
Program

Using Best Practices to Protect 
Public Safety, 

Privacy, Civil Rights, and Civil 
Liberties



Automated License Plate Reader 
(ALPR) Technology and Vendors

• ALPR is not new technology.

o Parking enforcement systems

o Airport / commercial parking facilities

o Toll roads and bridge tolling systems

• Only law enforcement personnel 
with a need and right to know the 
information may access ALPR data 
after completion of training that 
includes privacy and civil liberties 
protections. DOJ CLETS and Policy 
Training Required per SB 34.

• Assists law enforcement by 
automating previously manual 
processes to improve efficiency and 
effectiveness.



How ALPR Helps Investigations

Real-time 
alerts / Pointer 

system

Stolen vehicles 
or plates

AMBER alerts

Wanted 
suspects

Locate 
vehicles tied 

to crimes

Crime-scene 
canvassing



SB 34 Compliant Use

ALPR “Hit” Search Requirements



Transparency and Legal 
Safeguards

California SB 34 requires:

Identification of custodian of record

Logged searches and audits/ Posted Policy

No ALPR data is sold/only shared with LE

Sharing only with other CA public agencies

Public comment prior to implementation

Data retention (30 days – 5 yrs)

Sharing rules, even for PRAs



CLETS information can only be accessed by authorized law enforcement and criminal justice personnel. 



Responsible Use

30-day data retention policy

Audits of system use

Annual CLETS training for 
authorized users

Public transparency portal

Technology used to solve 
crimes while protecting privacy

Future Safeguarding:

Senate Bill 1013 (Sabrina Cervantes) - 

“Automated License Plate Recognition 
Systems”
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