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April 13, 2026 
 
The Honorable Lisa Calderon 
California State Capitol 
1021 O Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: AB 2517: Notice of Support 
 
Dear Assembly Member Calderon, 
 
We write on behalf of the Cities Association of Santa Clara County (CASCC), a Joint Powers Authority 
representing the elected leaders of all fifteen municipalities in the county and more than 1.8 million 
Bay Area residents. On behalf of the Cities in Santa Clara County, the CASCC Board of Directors is 
pleased to offer its strong support for AB 2517.  
 
AB 2517 would require the State Fire Marshal, at least 180 days before finalizing fire hazard severity 
zone designations, to post relevant information publicly, conduct regional public workshops, host a 30-
day comment period, and respond to written comments submitted by local agencies. The bill would 
also establish a regular five-year review cycle for local responsibility area designations and authorize 
local agencies to apply the higher fire hazard severity level to any parcel that spans more than one 
designation. 
 
Fire hazard severity zone designations have significant consequences for our cities. They affect building 
standards, insurance availability and cost, property disclosure requirements, and land use planning. Yet 
the current process gives local governments and the public little meaningful opportunity to engage 
before designations are finalized. Many of our member cities have experienced firsthand the 
difficulties that arise when zone maps are updated with limited notice and no channel for input, 
leaving cities scrambling to inform residents about the implications.  
 
AB 2517 addresses this directly. By requiring meaningful advance notice, public workshops, and 
comment responses, it ensures that the communities most affected by these designations have a voice 
in the process. The bill ensures fire safety standards are set through a fair and transparent process that 
local governments and residents can trust. 
 
For these reasons, the Cities Association of Santa Clara County strongly supports AB 2517 and urges its 
swift passage. 
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Sincerely,  

     
Tina Walia      Rob Moore 
President, Cities Association of Santa Clara  Chair, CASCC Legislative Action Committee 
Vice Mayor, City of Saratoga    Mayor, Town of Los Gatos 
 
 
Cc: 
Asm. Patrick Ahrens 
Asm. Marc Berman 
Asm. Alex Lee 
Asm. Ash Kalra 
Asm. Gail Pellerin 
Asm. Robert Rivas 
Sen. Josh Becker 
Sen. Dave Cortese 
Sen. Aisha Wahab 
 
 
 


